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Paul 


By M. Mannington Dexter 


E VENTURED all. The loss of place, 
and power, and love of kin, — 
O bitter loss! O loneliness and pain! 
He gained the Christ! Who would not dare 
the loss 
Such priceless bliss to win ? — 
* Christ for today, —and each tomorrow, — 
Christ ! 


~ 


 Prayerless Interpretation ”’ 

Great responsibility rests on all who 
preach and teach the Word of God. It 
is dangerous to handle it lightly. Paul 
speaks of himself as “not walking in crafti- 
ness, nor handling the word of God deceit- 
fully’ (2 Cor. 4:2). Andrew Bohar in 
his Memoir of Robert Murray M’Cheyne 
quotes a striking comment on the interpre- 
tation of Scripture from a mutual friend of 
theirs, John Burne. “We have all been 
warned of what may be found to have been 
the blighting influence which one half- 
hour’s levity on the part of a minister, 
who had just been speaking with power and 
awful solemnity on the eternal destiny of 
immortal souls, has been known to produce. 
But it has sometimes struck the writer 
that this fact admits of an application 
equally appalling in the case of a careless 
expounder of the Word. One prayerless 
interpretation of an important text may 
result in most disastrous consequences ever 
after to the flippant expounder himself, and 
to all the souls whom he is addressing.” 
This is.aserious warning, and one that we 
should all take to heart. But it need not 
discourage us, or make us feel that we can- 
not preach or teach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. Paul felt keenly the greatness 
and seriousness of his task as an apostle, 
and he cried out, “And who is sufficient 
for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16.) But 
farther on he says: “Our sufficiency is of 
God. . . . Therefore seeing we have this 






ministry, as we have received mercy, we 
faint not” (2 Cor. 3:5; 4:1). As we look 
to God for wisdom, he will guide our. 
thoughts and words, and we may, with as- 
surance, proclaim the Good News and open 
the treasures of the Bible to those to 
whom he sends us. 


7 
A New Song in Bali 


There is no darkness like that of a 
land where Christ’s name is not known. 
Paul the missionary wrote: “Yea, so have 
I strived to preach the Gospel, not where 
Christ was named” (Rom. 15:20). About 
four years ago the island of Bali was such 
a land. Foreign missionaries were- forbid- 
den by the government to enter. But the 
Gospel was brought in by a Christian Chi- 
nese. About two years ago R. A, Jaffray, of 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance in 
Wuchow, China, faced a meeting of Chris- 
tians in Bali. He had to speak through 
two interpreters, first into Malay and then 
into Balinese. He spoke about as follows: 
“Two years ago there were no Christians 
in Bali. Two years ago none of you knew 


% 


the joy and comfort of being washed in 
the blood of the Lamb. Two years ago 
you were not able to sing these songs of 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world. Now, thank God, the Gospel 
has come to Bali, and you know what it 
means to trust in the Lord Jesus for the 
forgiveness of your sins and the salvation 
of your souls. I love to hear you sing 
these wonderful songs from the heart. 
Now, how many of you, notwithstanding 
all the suffering and persecution that be- 
lieving on the Lord Jesus has meant to you, 
are glad that the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ came to Bali? If. you are glad; 
testify to it by raising your hands and 
saying, ‘Praise the. Lord!’” As soon .as 
the message got around to their language 
every’ hand in the meeting went up 
promptly, and there’ was a full chorus of 
“Praise the Lord” from all lips. So a 
song that will never end has begun in Bali. 
And Isaiah’s prophecy uttered more than 
two and a half millenniums ago is again 
being fulfilled: “To whom he was not 
spoken: of, they shall see: and they : that 
have not heard shall. understand” (Rom. 
15:21; Isa. 52:15). - wer 


Bryan of Birmingham 


HEY call. him “Brother Bryan.” 

When Paul sent his salutations .to 

the Church in Rome (Rom. 16: 23), 
alongside the greetings of Erastus, -high 
city official, he sent those of Quartus, the 
brother (not @ brother). James Bryan is 
the brother par excellence, the incarnation 
of brotherliness in the great Alabama steel 
city, helper of all, guide and spiritual ad- 
viser, personifying that spirit of charity 
which seeketh not its own. 

Forty-five years has he shepherded the 
Third Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, 
but the whole city is parish for his min- 
istrations. When he was a student in 
Princeton Seminary, a copy of George 
Miiller’s “Life of Trust” fell into his hands. 
After reading it he knelt down and there, 
in old Alexander Hall, rededicated his life 
to Christ in the spirit of absolute trust. 
His Saviour and Friend has never failed 
him. His needs have been supplied and 
the needs of the poor whom he serves. 
Remarkable has been the provision of 
strength for his superstrenuous life. After 
three years of pastorate he was sick and 





’ This editorial reviews: “Religion in Shoes, 
or Brother Bryan of Birmingham.” (Presbyte- 
rian-.Committée’ of Publication, Box 1176, Rich- 
mond,. -Va., $1150:) : Bag iF 


run down. The doctor commanded six 
months of absolute rest. His reply was: 
“Friend, if what you say is true, I must 
get busy. The time is short.” He got 
up that very day to make a call of mercy, 
and from then on for thirty-five years never 
spent as much as a week of illness in bed. 

One wonders if ever man was so inter- 
woven in the life of a community as he. 
If you pass his church, the smallest in the 
city, you will see him at noon under the 
trees dipping out soup to. a line of hungry 
folk or with a big milk can pouring out 
milk for hungry children. In these days 
of depression he has almost continuously 
conducted two stations for the dispensing 
of food, —no easy task, without organiza- 
tion, to feed daily from forty to a hundred 
dowg-and-outs. But he has the loyal co- 
operation of the city. All left-over food 
from the large Hillman Hospital is given 
him. Dozens of bakeries send him their 
stale bread. Most of the fruit and gro- 
cery men are his friends. A sandwich shop 
saves chicken bones for his chicken soups. 
Farmers coming into town leave vegetables. 
One day, after praying earnestly for food, 
he found at the church eight new Bibles 
and a dozen large-cans of pork and beans, 
His frequent weddings - bring him ~fees 
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which go through him to the poor, Some- 
times these fees are in kind—a dozen 
eggs, for example, and once a soup bone! 

He has as many funerals as marriages. 
In times of epidemics, smallpox or influ- 
enza, they have numbered five a day, and 
once eight. Wrapped in a heavy coat, his 
shoes bound with old cloth, he would stand 
hour after hour before the fast filling 
graves. Through forty-five years it has 


been no uncommon sight to see a lone 


hearse on the streets of Birmingham, a 
cheap casket inside, and beside the driver 
the well known figure of Brother Bryan. 
Often the coffin within has been purchased 
by the clergyman himself, and he will pay 
for it in installments by the week, for he 
had promised the dying that he should have 
a decent funeral. It is said that Mr.. Bryan 
. has stood at the grave-side of half of. the 
12,000 dead in the Birmingham cemetery. 
These occasions he uses. to preach Christ 
to the living, and may even ask those to 
raise their hands who wish to accept Christ. 
This is in line with his saying that “Jesus 
always broke up funeral services by raising 
the dead.” 

James Bryan is always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. He preaches at noon 
hours to groups in factories. The number 
of such is too long to list here,— the Fin- 
ley Southern Machine and Pipe shops, the 
‘Southern._Car Repair shops, the Louisville 
and Nashville shops, the Seaboard Airline 
Machine and Repair shops, the Sloss-Shef- 
field Steel and Iron Company, the Ameri- 

can Cast Iron Pipe Company, the Liberty 
:- Overall Company, the Martin Biscuit Com- 
pany, the U. S. Post Office (to clerks and 
carriers), the Birmingham Police. Head- 
quarters, .all. city Fire Stations, car-barns, 
prisons, jails, Compton Seminary for girls, 
and. many other places. .He has the confi- 
‘ dence of labor men, writes for five labor 
papers, and has been made an honorary 
member of their unions. When going to 
speak on the radio he will stop to hold an 
impromptu service in a fire station. Eight 
fire-fighters will gather about him as he 
talks of the conversion of Paul, prays, and 
is gene. He has married almost all the 
police and firemen of the city, and buried 
those who have died in the service. He 
will walk into a pool room and quietly say, 
“Let us pray.” Every cap will come off, 
and the whole group, without a snicker, bow 
heads in prayer. 

He is a friend of Negroes. “I wish to 
show my gratitude to the Negro race and 
to God who put them at our door, by try- 
ing to do more for them as I near the end 
of my pilgrimage.” He has a little mis- 
sion. for colored. people, supported one 
knows not how. _From 15 to. 100 Negroes 
are helped daily in these hard times. He 
gets up at five o’clock Sunday mornings 
to meet and greet them on the streets as 
they go to prepare breakfasts in_ white 
homes, stopping them and praying with 


The fragrance of. his prayer life has per- 
meated the whole city. He has prayed with 
thousands in hospitals. He prays with al- 


most every one who speaks with him over - 


the telephone. People constantly call on 
him by telephone to pray for them. The 
initiative also comes from him on occasion. 
He will make up a list of names, ring them 
up, and say, “I have just called you to 
have a little prayer with you.” Much of 
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his pastoral work is done by telephone. 
His office is a confessional for the dis- 


_ tressed, the discouraged, and the sinful. 


“Ye that love the Lord, hate evil!” 
Brother Bryan will enter a saloon and de- 
nounce the business. Then he will pray 
earnestly for the saloon-keeper. He goes 
to court to help the sin-snared. For years 
certain judges of city courts have invited 
him to open sessions with prayer. 

And the community recognizes his un- 
selfish service. The City Commission of 
Birmingham, on his. sixty-seventh birth- 
day, appointed him official chaplain of the 
city as mark of esteem. In the days of 
horses he was presented with a dappled 
gray by a group of non-church people, and 
of this horse it was said that “it soon got 
so it could not stop at anybody’s house ex- 
cept: poor: people.” When: the automobile 
came into use the city firemen started. the 
subscription list.for his first auto, and sent 
one of their own. number to teach him 
how to run it. At times a fireman would 
be detailed to run his car for him, “going 
like a grocery truck, making deliveries all 
day,” and coming back exhausted and won- 
dering how the minister ever held out. 
Once a year the fire department sends a 
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squad with ladders to clean -his_ church, 
and the firemen’s band is ever ready -to 
play for him when he needs music. His 
whimsical remark that he is the oldest fire- 
man in Birmingham, “as he has been fight- 
ing hell-fire longer than any in the fire- 
houses,” is well remembered. Also his 
request that fire-truck Big Pump No. 1 
be his hearse to carry him to his grave. 
Once a year for twenty-five. years the 
firemen have captured Brother Bryan, 
placed him in the Fire Chief’s car, and 
rushed him to the leading clothier of the 
city. There they fit him out with every- 
thing that man can wear, and put in his 
pocket seventy-five dollars for the poor. 
Business in the store stops, and all gather 
to see the elderly minister and the boys in 
blue. The little episode closes with a 
Christmas prayer of gratitude for a Sav- 
iour who saves his people from their sins. 
Then all pile into the car which, with 
siren blowing, makes its swift way 
the streets to Mr. Bryan’s home. oe 
In general, one does not care for biog- 
raphies of living men. ‘This is a deserved 


exception. The sooner this life and ex- - 


ample is in the consciousness of men, the 
better. 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 








Welcoming ” Independent” 
Missionaries 


An important letter has come from 
China about an item that appeared in Er- 
nest Gordon’s “Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought” in THe Sunpay.. ScHoo. 
Times of March 2. The Survey item was 
as follows: 


Incredible but true is it that when the 
Rev. Henry W. Coray was on the point 
of sailing for China, the Presbytery of 
Lackawanna, Pa., erased his name from its 

. roll of ministers. Mr. Coray’s sole offense 
was that he was sailing under the auspices 
of the Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions. 

Incredible but true it is that when Mr. 
Coray and his wife reached China the 
Executive Committee of the Shantung Pres- 
byterian Mission passed a resolution stating 

t the various stations of their Mission 
should not entertai- missionaries of other 
Boards without permission of the home 
authorities. 


The letter that now comes to THE SuN- 
pay Scuoot Times is from Dr. Watson 
M. Hayes, a veteraa and much beloved 
Presbyterian missionary of more than fifty 
years’ service in China, who is President 
of a well known mission school, the North 
China Theological Seminary, at Teng 
Tsien, Shantung Province, which was or- 
ganized sixteen years ago in protest against 
the Modernist teachings of the other union 
theological seminaries conducted by vari- 
ous associated Protestant missions in China, 
Dr. Hayes writes: 


In your issue of March 2 there is a 
ene on to Pa effect that the Executive 
mmittee 0: e Shantung i ealteion 
Mission had passed a resolution en, enjoini 
the various stations of that Mission “not yt 
entertain missionaries of other Boards. with- 
out permission of the home authorities.” 


Seeing that courtesy and comity have al- 
‘ways, since the establishment of the Mission 


over seventy years ago, gone hand in hand, 
the statement is rather broad. . Mission- 
aries.have never asked permission of anyone 
as to whom they mi ht entertain, and prob- 
ably never will. action was clearly 

intended to apply to the a of 


prs acne sent out by the Independent. 


Board, and to them only. 


Even ‘so limited, the action did not meet- 


with universal approval throughout the Mis- 
sion.:- Mr. and Mrs. Coray were given 
cordial welcome at Tenghsien, where they 


remained until they went to Peking in or- 
der to' ire the dialect most widely 
known in North China. : ; 


Such a welcome will be accorded any 
missionaries who come to preach. the only 
Gospel, and that without regard to Board 
affiliations. We may not measure up to 
Paul in Tejoicing when the is 
preached “even of envy and strife,” we 
ere rejoice when men and women. come 

reach Christ to those “having no h 
without God in the world.” In sa 
this, we do not mean to imply that the 
Corays are moved by any ‘such spirit. of 
contention —they impress all who know 
them as being earnest, high-minded, and 

capable people. 

It is only fair to say that Mr. and Mrs. 
Coray were entertained in non-Board prop- 
erty; i. e., in that belonging to the North 
China Theological Seminary. 


It is good to have this hearty word from 
@ missionary who is uncompromisingly 
loyal to the Word of God and to Presbyte- 
rian standards and teaching. We may well 
praise God for the many independent testi- 
monies and organizations that have been 
raised up because of the inroads of Mod- 
ernism in so many denominational mission- 
ary boards. And it is of large significance 
that two missionaries who have long served 
in China under the (Northern) .Presbyte- 
rian Board of Foreign Missions, Dr. and 
Mrs. Albert B. Dodd, have just. resigned 
from that Board in order to continue their 
missionary service under the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 
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Todiig’s World News and Bible | Prophecy 


The ancieat Roman Empire, like a slumbering giant, 
stirs restlessly in its age-long sleep 


By D. M. Panton, Editor of The Dawn 











Robot Airplanes 


HE world’s coming peril is vividly 
revealed by a two years’ secret now 
disclosed by the British Government. 
Manless airplanes can be controlled by 
wireless over a range of ten miles. “To- 
morrow,” says the Manchester Guardian 
(weekly ed., June 28, 1035), “that range 
may be a hundred — five hundred — a thou- 
sand miles. The consequence is that future 
warfare is going to be made unspeakably 
more terrible. Booming raids in which great 
fleets of ‘robot’ machines, without a man 
on board, set out to the attack controlled by 
the crews of one or two airplanes following 
them some miles away, possibly flying much 
higher up in the air — when the ‘robot’ 
bomber has finally arrived we can take it 
that the economy of human means to mili- 
tary ends will have reached the highest 
point known in history.” 


4 
A World Empire 


HE very terror of coming war will 

compel a godless peace. The collabora- 
tion of the leading states of the world cen- 
tering their power in a resurrected Rome, 
as foretold, “These have one mind, and 
shall give their power and strength unto 
the beast” (Rev. 17:13), draws nearer 
every moment. The Marquess of Lothian 
expresses (London Times, ‘May 20, 1935) 
the inevitable peace. ‘The world,” he says, 
“cannot continue as an anarchy of. sixty 
states, each with its tariffs reared to the 
clouds, armed to the teeth, and with the 
skies darkened with bombing airplanes. The 
only final remedy for war is the :federation 
of nations. It need not begin on: a. world 
scale. It could begin among like-minded 
nations who were prepared to pool their 
severeignty in -supernational affairs and 
unite under a constitution which created a 
Government which would be sovereign in 
the supernational field though unable to 
interfere in the national field and to claim 
obedience and some taxes from every indi- 
vidual for it. Events are driving with tre- 
mendous speed toward some form of inte- 
gration.” 


The Roman Empire 


HE dream of the ex-Kaiser was a res- 

urrected Rome. His words were: “My 
will is that the Teutonic Fatherland shall 
become as strongly and firmly welded, and 
as commanding, as was once the Roman 
world-empire; so that in the future it may 
bé said, ‘Civis Romanus sum’ (“I am a Ro- 
man citizen’). Herr Hitler has inherited 
the dream. “There can be little doubt,” 
says the Nineteenth Century (March, 
1935), “that the Holy Roman Empire, in 
the sense of a Great Germany grouped 
around Vienna, is the dream of Hitler, and 
that it coincides not merely with the hopes 
of miflions of the German _people ‘but also 





with the desires of those who control Hit- 
ler “himself, the steel men and the Junker 
remnant. When, in the course of a recent 
interview with an English journalist, Hit- 
ler was asked point blank if he intended 
to revive the Holy ‘Roman Empire, he re- 
mained silent.” 
oe 


A Deified State 


‘Fee way was carefully prepared by the 
German philosopher Hegel, who main- 
tained that “the state is God on earth”; 
and the old issue of deified Rome slowly 
mounts the horizon. “Germany,” says 
Prebendary Wilson Cash, the Secretary of 
the-Church Missionary Society, “is develop- 
ing the same totalitarian policy as Imperial 
Rome, by which it declares its authority 
to be the source of all authority and thus 
rejects the Christian claim of a supreme 
allegiance to Jesus Christ. Because of this 
numbers of German pastors are being per- 
secuted, and for the same reason that led 
the Roman emperors to throw Christians 
to the lions. A new paganism is raising its 
head and challenging the whole Christian 
position.” And when the state is God, the 
head of the state (as its embodiment) be- 
comes divine. “It is not a conflict,” as the 
London Times (June 10, 1935) says, “be- 
tween patriotic. and unpatriotic elements in 
the Reich, but between those patriots who 
serve.and worship the state, and those who 
serve the state but worship God.” 


we 
Internal Rome 


EANWHILE the homme, both historic 

and modern, of the doctrine of the 
Godhead-state — Rome — which, according 
to its own War Office, can already mobilize 
7,038,000 fully armed men, embodies human 
failure at its heart. Signor Carlo Rosselli 
writes to the Manchester Guardian 
(weekly ed., June 21, 1935) from Paris: 
“Disillusion reigns in the ‘ranks of Italian 
youth, who hoped for the corporative rev- 
olution. A vague sense of fatality weighs 
on everybody. The country is brought to 
war as the lamb to the sacrifice. There 
is a general impression among the people 
of folly in high quarters. But there are 
no alternatives, especially after the mobil- 
ization of a million men and the expendi- 
ture of many. milliards of lire. The deficit 
in the Budget is chronic, about five milliard 
lire a year. The real burden of the public 
debt has doubled in the last few years. 
For the first time in 1934 savings in 
the post office and savings banks have 
diminished. Exports decrease continuously. 
The pressure of taxes is unbearable. The 


last reserves in foreign credits of pri-— 


vate individuals, which the state has seized, 
are being devoured. And the standard of 
living of all. classes is worsening. It is 
not yet economic catastrophe; but it means 
the corrosion of the economic foundation 
of the country. ‘Aprés moi-le déluge’ 





(“After me, the flood’) is everywhere the 
official philosophy of Fascism.” 


one 
Demonic Forces 


EEPLY suggestive symptoms hover in 

the background. “The German Faith 
Movement,” writes the admirably informed 
Special Correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian (weekly ed., June 21, 1935), 
“bears many striking analogies to the anti- 
God movement in Russia, and has a similar 
appeal to youth. The Neo-Pagans have 
the whole-hearted support of the state — 
they are protected by the police, they enjoy 
official patronage, and are able to hold 
meetings and publish books (a rare priv- 
ilege in Germany today). They dre full 
of real fervor, and a'trance-like atmosphere 
often ‘prevails at their meetings.” (Our 
italics.) “What is behind this world-wide 
assault of materialism,” asks Mr. Athelstan 
Riley (London Times, June 8, 1935), “this 
revolt against all authority, this attack on 
the majesty of God?. Why, again, are 
nations like Germany impelled to acts 
which are clearly contrary to their own in- 
terests? .. . Are not these all manifesta- 
tions of some centrally controlling cause? 
What is the spirit that seems to be brood- 
ing over the globe, for ‘we may almost 
hear the beating of his wings’ ?” 


oe ‘ 
’ Mass Expulsion gant 


AMONG the amazing things our genera- 
tion has witnessed is an expulsion of 
helpless minorities on a scale (in so short 
a time) .probably never before known, “The 
huge figure of 2,000,000,” says Mr. George 
Soloveytchik (Fortnightly Review, June, 
1935), “seems a fairly correct estimate of 
the refugees driven from Russia, or roughly 
ten times the number driven into exile. by 
the French Revolution: the Russians now 
scattered .all over the world represent. a 
national exodus of unprecedented dimen- 
sions.” 
oe 


Jewish Expulsion 


Bu Pharaoh can be the tool of Jeho- 
vah. Czarism took an entire genera- 
tion to force the emigration of 2,000,000 
Jews-in the middle of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury. Germany plots more immediate ac- 
tion for the Jews who have been on her 
soil for more than ten centuries. “The 
new Nazi policy,” says William Zukerman 
(Fortnightly Review, July, 1935), “is this: 
the only remedy for the Jewish problem is 
a large Jewish mass migration until the 
entire group is liquidated. Probably the 
most extraordinary of all Nazi paradoxes 
is the fact that the Government actually 
promotes, encourages, and advances the 
Zionist movement in Germany. The Zioui- 
ist Organization is the only political party 
other than the Nazi which is permitted.” dit 


SHERINGHAM, ‘Norroix, ENG, . . 
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E. ARE again at Ichteghem, that 
post whose ‘beginnings were so re- 


markable. Two men from that 
town had sought far and wide for a Bible, 
and when they found one, began meetings 
in their tiny kitchen. -We--have written 
of the opening of. the hall when the power 
fell upon us, when upon Mr. Norton’s 
invitation twenty or more people moved 
forward amid the tears of the assembly. 
Today is a Sunday of late winter, and 
we have come down from Brussels, a group 
of us to hold a meeting at this small post 
in West Flanders. We arrive an hour 
and a half before meeting time, and the 


first half hour is dévoted to eating our- 
tartines (slices of bread and butter) and - 


coffee, while a group of candidates for 
church membership, peasants from the 
’ countryside, and day-laborers, stand or sit 
about us, in the common room, where they 
await their ordeal. It is to that examina- 
tion of candidates that the next hour is to 
be. given, and, the fartines finished, Mr. 
Vansteenberghe; Mr. Stearns, Mr. Luteyn, 
the pastor, and I go to an upper room 
where the candidates come in one by one. 


No Longer Children of Wrath 


The first is a woman whose husband is 
already a member of the church. For- 
merly they lived a terrible life together. 
His children lived in such fear of him 
that, when he returned to the house after 
a visit in France, the children cried out 
to their mother, “Here he is, run!” One 
day, in a rage, he turned a gun on her. 
But one other day, he was brought to the 
hall at Ichteghem and converted to Christ. 
Now, his wife has also';come. Her answers 
to the questions were intelligent and -posi- 
tive, although she trembled with nervous- 
ness. What struck us was the positive 
knowledge of their salvation possessed by 
these simple people. They ~ would. tell, 
when. asked, when and where they first 
heard the Gospel, and would be able also 
to affirm the exact time when they re- 
ceived Christ as Saviour. 

The next candidate is an old man seven- 
ty-seven years of age. Is it not often said 
that old people can rarely be brought to 
Christ? But many times, yes, hundreds 
of times, aged folks have come to him 
here in our mission field. Some of the 
brightest trophies and those who have 
given the clearest testimony have been old 
people saved after the age of seventy. This 
old man heard the Gospel first at an open- 
air meeting in Couckelaere, five years be- 
fore, and later came to the meeting at 
Ichteghem. A year ago he gave his heart 
to God. One question asked him was, 
“Where will you go when you die?” Such 
simple fundamental questions are put to 
these people that we may be sure they are 
weaned from Catholic errors. 

His answer was clear, “To Heaven with 
Jesus.” 

“You have no fear of purgatory?” 

“No, and none of hell.” 


Flemish Folk Who iii’ They ie. wis 


The clear answers of candidates for church membership 
in the Belgian Gospel Mission 








Where the North Sea winds bend the 








The next is a middle-aged man, his face 
covered with beads of perspiration from 
nervous dread of the ordeal. However, 
he answers well and is accepted. Mr. Van- 
steenberghe, learning that he owns pigeons, 
warns him against “playing them,” that is, 
indulging in pigeon-racing, invariably ac- 
companied by gambling, a great curse of 
Flanders. 

Then comes a woman, mentally defective, 
but wonderfully saved and able to proclaim 
it. “Zeker” (“Certainly”), she says over 
and over, in Flemish, when asked about 
her acceptance with Christ. Her husband 
is also converted, far more intelligent than 
his wife, but not yet a member of the 
church. She has now outstripped him in 
the Christian race. Yet when first he be- 
gan to come to the hall, in her indignation 
she ran away from home on two occasions, 


Broken Idols 


From Couckelaere, two hours distant, 
comes a man, a big strapping fellow, who 
two years before first heard the Gospel 
at the market place. “That sounds like 
the truth,” he said to those about him. He 
at once opened his house for regular meet- 
ings, and it is there that Mr. Luteyn holds 
services twice weekly. 

“What have you done with your idols?” 
he was asked. 

“I put them all back of the oven, and 
they all got broken on the way,” he said 
quaintly. - 

The next candidate is a woman who has 
come on foot from a place an hour and a 
half distant to be present. She had owned 
a Bible for many years but had hardly 
looked at it. Later she was brought to 
the meetings at Ichteghem and is now con- 
verted. 

“Where will you go: when you die?” 

“Directly to Jesus Christ, my Master.” 

She, too, is accepted. - 





By Edith F. Norton 


- Others thexe are also who are examined 
and accepted, and then we go downstairs 
and across to the near-by preaching ‘hall. 


Some fifty to sixty are assembled, and,: 


after hearty singing, I give a message, 
Mf. Vansteenberghe translating into Flem- 
ish. At the close a call to consecration is 
made and almost all raise their hands, 
many weeping. One man, the first to raise 
his hand, frankly wiped his eyes during 
the whole time of the message. He is an 
exemplary Christian, one of the best in 
Ichteghem, yet he was formerly an itin- 
erant gambler, going from fair to fair with 
his iniquitous gambling devices. Then be- 
fore I close I ask for any who have not 
yet accepted Christ to lift their hands, 
and a fine looking young woman. responds. 
It is the daughter of the ex-gambler! 

I cannot refrain also from askirig how 
many are present who accepted Christ. the 
memorable day three years before when my 
beloved husband put the invitation. Fully 
a dozen raise their hands. Then adieus, 
handshakings, and parting. smiles,-and we 
turn our car toward: Brussels, across the 
level, wind-swept plains of Flanders, where 
Gospel triumphs have gladdened our hearts 
these many years. What a wonderful life 
is that of a missionary! 


BrussEts, BELGIUM. 








Notes From e 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Emest. Gordon 




















Ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in ~ 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part 
of the earth (Acts 1:8). 


HE Sadducees testified (Acts 5:28) 

_to the completeness of the apostles’ 
Jerusalem witness: “Behold, ye have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine.” The 
word used is peplerokate. Paul refers to 
the same command and to its fulfillment in 
Romans 15:19: “By the power of the 
Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and 
round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 
preached,” or, “filled the land with [peple- 
rokenai], the gospel of Christ.” 


Rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name 
(Acts 5: 41). 

HE literal translation is, “Rejoicing 

that they were esteemed worthy to be 

dishonored.” Here is one of the antinomies 
of the Christian experience: worthy to be, 
not honored, but dishonored. 


And the patriarchs, moved with envy, 
sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was 
with him (Acts 7:9). 

HE translation is incorrect. It should 

be “and [kai] God was ‘with him.” 

There is no antithesis. God was in all 
the experiences of Joseph. 
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LESSON 9. SEPTEMBER 1. 


PAUL (Worker with Hand and Brain) 


International Uniform Lesson.—A cts 20: 33-35; Philippians 4: 4-13 
Golden Text.—I! have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak.—Accts 20: 35 








Kinc JAMES: VERSION 


Acts 20: 33 I have coveted no mati’s silver, or gold, or apparel. 

34 ‘Yea, ye yourselves ‘know, that these ‘hands have ministered 
unto my necessities, and :to ‘them ‘that were with me. 

35 I have shewed you all :things, ‘how that so-labouring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 

Phil. 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
‘ Fg your moderation be “known unto all men. . The Lord is at 

and. 

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and sup- 
— with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 


7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 


8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever ‘things are true, whatsoever things: 


are honest, whatsoever things ere just, whatsoever things are pure, 

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever ‘things are. of good report; 

if _there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
ings. . 

- g Those things, which ye have both iearned, and received, and 

heard, and seen’in me, do: and:the God of ‘peace shall be with you. 
10 But I rejoiced in ‘the Lord greatly, that now at ‘the last your 

care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 20: 33 I coveted no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel. 34 Ye 
yourselves foow that these hands ministered unto my_ necessities, 
and to them that were with me. 35 In all things I gave you an 
example, that so laboring ye ought to help the weak, and to reméni- 
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more 
blessed to giye than to receive. : 

Phil. 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. 
5 Let your ? forbearance be known unto all men. The Lord is at 
hand. 6 In nothing be anxious; but in ee omy Sg prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests made known 
unto God. 7 And the peace of , which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are *honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things’ are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are ® of good 
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, ‘think on 
these things. 9 The things which ye both learned and received and 
heard and saw in me, these things do: and the God of peace shall 
be with you. 

10 But I * rejoice in the Lord greatly, that now.at length ye have 
revived. your thought for me; ° wherein a did indeed take thought, 
but ye lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: 
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content. 
12 I know how to be abased, ‘and I know also how to abound: ‘in 








ye lacked opportunity. 


1x Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and 
to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

AUL has had more. influence on 
P human history than any other man 

who has lived. (We are not, of 
course, considering the Lord Jesus, who is 
God as well as man, and should never be 
brought into such comparisons.) But we 
do not now study Paul for the surpassing 
greatness of his intellect, nor for this over- 
whelming accomplishments and influence, 
nor as the chief of the apostles. In these 
things we cannot imitate him. We study 
Paul as a victorious Christian. Today, 
when three great emissaries of Satan, — 
Modernism, worldliness, and a “dead or- 
thodoxy,” are threatening: the very life of 
the Church, the message most needed is 
Paul’s Gospel of triumphant power for 
present living. And this life of victory 
for the Christian is a vital part of Paul’s 
Gospel of justification by faith for the sin- 
ner. Let us study Paul so as to enter 
into his secret. 


The Historical Setting - 

Paul’s birth may be put at A. D. 1, his 
conversion at A. D. 34, his death at 67. 
If so, his age at his conversion was about 
the age of our Lord when he was crucified, 
and he ministered for about the length of 
our Lord’s whole life. The visit to Ephe- 
sus occurred in A. D. 56 or 57, and the 
letter to the Philippians was written from 
prison in Rome in A. D. 61 or 62, 


Verse by Verse 


Acts .20:33.—I have coveted no man’s 
silver. It was most:important that men 


1 Or, gentleness. 


that. 
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should know that this Jew in proclaiming 
Christ had no motives in the least related 
to material gain. Contrast this testimony 
with Romans 7: 7, 8, 

Verse 34.—These hands have ministered 
unto my necessities. (Acts 18:3; 1 Cor. 4: 
12—written from Ephesus; 1 Thess. 2: 
9; 2 Thess. 3:8.) Not that his needs were 
always supplied in this way (cf. Phil. 4: 
TO, 15-19). 

Verse 35.—I have shewed you all things. 
Rather, “I gave you an example.” Paul 
again and again holds himself up as an 
example to be imitated. What boldness! 
but it is in Christ (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; 
Phil, 3:17; 4:9; 2 Thess. 3:9). So 
labouring ye ought to support’ the weak. 
They should have Paul’s spirit in this (cf. 
2 Thess. 3:9). See Special Topics. It is 
more blessed to give than to receive. This 
is the only recorded saying of our Lord 
not included in the Gospels, a precious 
gem saved to us by the guidance of the 
Spirit. Let us the more treasure the large 
store of his sayings in the Gospels. Note 
how his words are an expression of his 
life. He gave himself, and we are most 
like him in giving self. 

Phil. 4: 4.—Rejoice in the Lord alway. 
A key to this epistle of joy (1:18, 25; 2: 
2, 17, 18, 28, 20; 3:1; 4:1, 10). 

Verse 5.—Let your moderation be known. 
Your forbearance or yieldingness, or, as it 
has been translated, “sweet reasonableness.” 
Unto all men, Unbelievers can appreciate 
the fruit of the Spirit (cf. Rom. 12:17; 
2 Cor. 8:21). The Lord is at hand. The 
hope of the coming of Christ is ever before 
these early’ Christians as an incentive to 
live as in his véry presence. Judging from 
other references, it would appear that this 


everything and in all things have I learned the secret both to ¥§ 
filled and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in want. 1 

can do all things in him that strengtheneth me. ; 
Comp. 2 Cor. 10:1. *Gr., reverend. * Or, 
gracious. ‘*Gr., take account of. *Gr., rejoiced. °Or, seeing ° 


American Standard Version, qoarsigkt, 1929, by International Council 
u 


of Religious cation. 


verse does refer to Christ’s coming, thoygh 
it includes the great truth of his personal 
presence (Heb. 10:25; Jas. 5:7-9; 1 Pet. 
4:7; 1 Cor. 7: 29-31; Luke 12: 35-40)... ., 
Verse 6.—Be careful for nothing, . “In 
nothing be anxious.” This is.a .command 
(1 Pet. 5:7; Matt. 6:31-33).. But. im 
every thing. -Instead of being anxious when 
the problems come, pray! By prayer and 
supplication, The word “prayer” means. to 
“bow down and worship.” The word “sup- 
plication” indicates earnest. entreaty (Eph. 
6:18). Wéith thanksgiving. For blessings 
already received, for the answers yet to 
come, for every thing, including afflictions 
and trials (2 Chron. 20:21; 1 Thess, 5: 
18; John 16:33; Rom. 5:3;:Jas. 1:2). 
Paul lived what he preached (Acts 16: 25). 
Let your requests be made known. The 
word “request” suggests asking for that 
which belongs to us of right, because we 
pray in Christ’s name (John 15:7). 
Verse 7.—The peace of God, The peace 
from the God of peace who is the author 
and the cause (cf. v. 9) ; also it is the peace 
of Christ, which he gives, and which comes 
from resting in him. Not only peace with 
God through justification (Rom. 5:1), but 
the experience of peace. in our hearts 
(John 14:27; 16:33; Col. 3:15; Gal. 5: 
22). Passeth all understanding. - Exceeds 
or surpasses all man’s natural conception 
(1 Cor. 2:9, 10; Eph. 3:20; Prov, 3: 17). 
Verse 8—True. Sincere, especially in 
word. Honest. Honorable or seemly, es- 
pecially in actions. Just. Especiafly 
toward others. Pure. Chaste, and holy in 
heart. Lovely, or lovable. <Any virtue. 
Manly excellence and courage. The word 
is used only here and-in 2 Peter 1:5. Amy 
praise. Anything worthy of'praise. ‘Think 
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on these things. Take account of them so 
as to let them control the life. 

Verse 9.—Those things, which ye have 
both learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me, do. What a remarkable state- 
ment after the standard of verse 8. - See 
Heart of the Lesson. The God of peace shall 


be with you. And you will enjoy his peace . 


in your heart (Rom. 15: 33; 16:20; 1 Cor. 
14: 33; 2 Cor. 13: site 1 Thess. 5: 23; Heb. 
13: 20). 

Verse 13.—I can do all things. That is, 
all things that are in the will of God for 
him. Through Christ which strengtheneth 
me. This is his secret of being in victory 
whether in suffering or in abounding bless- 
ing. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

One thing that made Paul the greatest 
of all preachers is that he himself was a 
message, an example of the marvelous 
grace he was preaching. His inspired 
teaching was matched by his supernatu- 
rally empowered life. Paul’s Christian life 
was a victorious life, not a defeated life, 
and he boldly tells us to imitate him. What 
was his victory? The Holy Spirit took 
the things of Christ and imparted them to 
Paul. He was filled with the Spirit, and 
had the fruit of the Spirit in abundant 
measure. He had joy and peace. He had 
certainty of salvation and certainty of guid- 
ance; he had victory over sin; he had a 
passion for souls and power in winning 
them. What Paul had, we have. Why are 
we not enjoying it? “To me to live is 
Christ,’ may be taken as a key to Paul’s 
life, as it is a key also to Philippians. The 
standard of that life, the power for living 
it, and the condition of enjoying it, are all 
included in that verse: Union with Christ, 
Christ living within, is the secret. The 
condition is a full committal: “To me to 
live is Christ,” rather than, “To me to 
live is self.” This full committal includes 
full faith that Christ is now giving the 
victory. 


Lesson Outlines 
Paut Our EXAMPLE 
1. In fellowship with Christ: certainty 


of salvation, joy, peace, prayer, faith, love 


‘ for the Lord. 
‘2. In. victory over sin: always led in 
* triumph, - knowing nothing against him- 
- self, doing all through Christ. 
3. In service for Christ: passion for 
souls, unselfish and untiring work. 


Paut’s Pathway TO VICTORY 

1. God’s standard of victory: a Spirit- 
filled life, reproducing the characteristics 
of Christ. 

2. God’s power for victory: the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit taking the things 
of Christ, who also dwells within, and 

giving them to us. 

3. God’s condition of victory: surren- 
der and faith, yielding and trusting. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
- Paul’s Visions. A key to Paul’s power 
may be seen in the visions he had, begin- 
ning with his vision of the risen Lord. We 
do not need visions in this same way, but 
the reality: of what Paul received in them 
is also for us. Eight: visions are recorded, 
- Should ‘Ministers Be Paid? Some in- 
terpret Acts 20:35 to mean that Paul’s 
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The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. September 1.—Paul (Worker with Hand 
and Brain) ..Acts 20: 33-35; Philip- 
pians 4: 4-13 
10. September 8 —Lydia and Priscilla 
(Christian Women in Industrial Life). 
Acts 16 : 11-15; 18 : 1-3, 24-28; Romans 
16 : 1-6 
11. September 15.—Timothy (A Christian 
Worker in Training). 2 Timothy, Chapter 1 
12, September 2a—James (A Great Chris- 
tian Leader). Acts 15 : 1-21; James 1 : 1-17 
13. September 29.—John (The Minister 
and His People) .........ssseseccseees 3 John 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 4.—Isaiah Portrays the Suffer- 
ing Servant ..Isaiah 52: 13 to 53 : 12; 
John 19 : 17-37 
2. October 13.—The Story of Jeremiah, 
Jeremiah 1:1-10; 6:10, 11; 8: 18; 
26: 1-24; Chapters 36, 37, 38 
3. October 20.—The Message of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26 
4. October 27.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Inter- 
national Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 5 : 1-31 








example in laboring to support himself 
and others should: be followed by all local 
ministers and teachers. Such an interpre- 
tation is in direct conflict with the plain 
words of the Holy Spirit through Paul 
that they who minister of the Gospel should 
live by the Gospel (1 Cor. 9:6-15). Paul 
cites himself as an exception to this, and 
not an example to be followed (cf. Phil. 4: 
10, 15-19). 

Paul’s Characteristics. Paul threw him- 
self with utmost zeal of hand and brain and 
heart into serving first the Devil, then 
Christ. He first breathed out threatening 
and slaughter against Christians. When 
he was saved he was filled with passionate 
love for his enemies and those that per- 
secuted him, Paul had a genius for friend- 
ship. He needed companionship, strong 
man. though he was. He was a great 
friend, deeply interested in everything con- 
nected with life. He was practical and 


full of common sense, His writings were, 


logic on fire: He saw that life could not 
be separated from true teaching and doc- 
trine.- His failures were doubtless along 
the line of his strength and zeal, as when 
he had what was evidently the sharp con- 
troversy with Barnabas over Mark. Paul 
was transcendently great because he was 
utterly for Christ and not for self. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we seen the Lord? The dominat- 
ing fact of Paul’s life was his living Lord. 
He had seen him, and all his life and activ- 
ities were centered in this Lord. 


In nothing be anxious. Rejoice in the 
Lord. If we have not learned the secret 
of victory over worry, if we have not 
learned to rejoice over all circumstances, 
we have missed the secret of Paul’s life; 
and we have missed the secret of God's 
will for our lives. 

Have we victory over money? God's 
way of not being conquered by money is 
to use money for his glory. Paul was free 
from coveting, free from the love of money, 
and absolutely content with little or with 
m 
‘ Are we alwoys, abounding é in the. work of 
the Lord? Paul’s fullness of the Spirit 
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meant a constant overflowing. in fruitful 
activity. -We are called to be workers 
for the Lord. 


Have we learned Paul’s secret of vic- 
tory? His true theology and his true liv- 
ing go together. He summed it up in Gal- 
atians 2:20. The Pace cartoon in this 
issue puts it into a nut shell; get the meat 
out of it, and be sure to be chained on the 
right side. 


Do we have Paul’s two ambitions? To 
be well-pleasing to Christ (2 Cor. 5:9, R. 
V., mar.). To preach Christ where he has 
not been named (Rom, 15: 20, R. V., mar.). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Paul was a man of visions, but not a 
visionary. 

Paul saw the unseen world, and there- 
fore he moved as conqueror among the 
things that are seen. 

Prayer is the cure for care. 

Our revised version: In nothing be 
anxious — except about money, or sicktiess, 
or children, or studies, or the future, or the 
past, or the present. 


We are commanded not only to rejoice in 
tribulations but to rejoice in all good things 
that come to us (Phil. 4:12). 


What a cure for gossip it would be to 
think on the things that Paul lists in Philip- 
pians 4: 8. 

Paul’s equipment for preaching: God re- 
vealed his Son in him that he might preach 
him (Gal. 1:16). 


What did Paul give for the glorious sal- 
vation he enjoyed? Nothing (Rom. 8: 
32; Eph. 1:6). What did he give? Every- 
thing (Phil. 3:8). 


Cotumata, S. C, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three mem A of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. McQuilkin, . 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


S IT possible for a Christian to rejoice 
always, even in sickness, trial, or perse- 
cution ? 

2. Does “be careful for nothing” mean to 
go through life with no plans or reasonable 
provision for temporal needs, being a con- 
tinual burden on somebody else? 

3. Is worry sin for a Christian? 

4. What is the keynote of the letter to the 
phi my 

When and how did Paul learn to be 
Pk i in any state 

6. Did Paul give himself as an example 
for other Christians to follow? 

7. Did Paul mean that all ministers should 
work as he did, so as to be able to support 
themselves and .give to the poor? If not, in 
what way were they to take him as an ex- 
ample? 

8. Did Paul live a deliee life? If not, how 
did his victorious life differ from the life of 
the average Christian? 

9. In what way were Paul and Barnabas 
alike? In what way different? 

10. What would you say in one word was 
the central secret and passion of Paul’s life 
and power? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson quéstions are: = 
on page 542 of this issue. ; : 


Lesson for September 1 
The Illustration -Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration. accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiect, will be 
sent for ten cents in»stamps, -Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the 
lesson list after the word “Prin‘ 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any ome lesson. 

Is Your Flag Flying?—Rejoice im the 
Lord alway (Phil. 4:4). Principal Rainy, 
of whom a child once remarked that she 
believed he went to Heaven every night 
because he was so happy every day, once 
used a fine metaphor about a Christian’s 
joy. “Joy,” he said, “is the flag which is 
flown from the castle of the heart when the 
King is in residence there.”—From the 
British Weekly. Sent by Mrs. M. Waits, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Is It a Practical Belief ?—The Lord is at 
hand (v. 5). To recognize the approach 
of the Day of the Lord is expected of all 
believers. Just as certainly they are 
warned that they will not know the day 
or the hour. The good effect of this ex- 
pectation is illustrated by the aged colored 
man who, when asked as to what value his 
belief in Christ’s soon coming had on his 
life, said, “I’m sitting with my feet un- 
tangled.”—From Dr. Chafer, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


We Have the Score.—The Lord is at 
hand (v. 5). Dr. Guinness had spoken on 
“The Imminent Return of the Lord Jesus.” 
And he used the following illustration to 
show how he knew that the coming was 
near. He had heard “The Messiah” with 
great delight the previous evening. Now 
if a man had asked him after the perform- 
ance had proceeded for a couple*of hours, 
how long he thought it would continue, he 
would have answered, “About five min- 
utes.” “But,” the man might have ex- 
postulated, “how can that be? It is in 
full swing, has been going on for two hours, 
and I see no reason why it should not con- 
tinue for two hours longer. How do you 
know it will be over in five minutes?” 
“Then,” said Dr. Guinness; “I should have 
answered him, ‘Because I have the score. 
Don’t you remember that beautiful solo?’ ” 
And he would have said, “Yes.” “And that 
chorus?” “Yes.” And then I should have 
said to him, “And I know it will soon be 
over because I have the score and they 
are singing the last chorus.” It is a won- 
derful thing to “have the score,” so you 
may follow events that lead to the advent. 
Perhaps soon the present will be past and 
God’s new day will dawn. We are near 
His coming. How near we know not, but 
one thing we do know, it cannot be long! 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio, 


On the Journey.—In: nothing be anxious 
{v. 6, R. V.). : The story. is told of a 
young lad- who one day. was put on a rail- 


road train by his father,.and sent ona - 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES 


journey to the home of his aunt in the city. 
As the boy entered the train he was greatly 
troubled at the thought of what might hap- 
pen to him while on the train and when 
he arrived at his destination. But he soon 
found that-all his worrying was for noth- 
ing. No sooner had the train started than 
the conductor came’ up and spoke to him 
very kindly. Then the newsboy brought 
him apples, candy, and picture books to 
look at. So the time passed very pleas- 
antly and quickly. When he arrived at the 
city, a cabman was at the gate to meet him 
and to take him safely to his aunt’s home. 
The boy couldn’t understand it. He thought 
it was a miracle. But as he grew older 
he learned that it was his father who had 
told the conductor to look after the boy, 
who gave money to the newsboy to supply 
his wants, and who had telegraphed ahead 
to a cab company to send a man to meet 
his boy at the train. Because his father 
was on the job, all his wants had been pro- 
vided for—From The Expositor. . Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Better than Trying or Dying.—I can 
do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me (v. 13); There is a good story 
about General Taylor, who became famous 
during the Mexican War. The victory was 
in the balance, and a certain battery was 
turning the scale against the Republic. 
General Taylor called the cavalry com- 
mander and said, “Take that battery!” “We 
will try, sir.” “I don’t want you to try, 
sir; I want you to take it,” snarled the 
General. “We will take it or die!” replied 
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the young officer. “I don’t want you to die)” 
bellowed the General. “I want ‘you to take 
that battery.”—From J. L. Gordon, in “A 
Young Man and His Problems.” Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration, 


Quietly Trusting.—J can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me (v. 
13). A traveler in Ceylon tells the fol- 
lowing story: “As I was dining in a home 
I was startled to hear the hostess ask her 
servant to place a bowl of milk on the deer 
skin beside her chair. I knew at once that 
there was a cobra in the room, for they 
prefer milk to anything else. We also 
knew that a hasty movement meant death, 
so we Sat like statues. Soon, to our amaze- 
ment a cobra uncoiled from my hostess’ 
ankle and swiftly glided toward the milk, 
where it was quickly killed.” What a tri- 
umph of self-control over the external! 
But if we use the same quiet trust in 
Christ as this woman did in the bowl of 
milk, when the serpent of all evil ap- 
proaches us, internal triumphs over him 
would be more numerous than they are 
now.—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by H. Ellis Lininger, Venango, Neb, 

The Best Way.—All things (v. 13). 
Robert Chapman of Barnstaple, a great 
friend of the late George Miller of Bris- 
tol, was once asked, “Would you not advise 
young Christians to do something for the 
Lord?” “No,” was the reply, “I should 
advise them to do everything for the Lord.” 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
our hearts are filled with gratitude today be- 
cause of the joy that there is in thy service. We 
thank thee that we are not to think of the 
Christian life as a dull and gloomy walk, but 
as joyous companionship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, along whatever way of life he may 
take. us. Help us in these days of great test- 
ing, not to lose the joy of the Lord. Help us 
not to be bearers of gloom and heaviness of 
spirit to others, but even as the great apostle, 
may we “rejoice in the Lord alway.” May this 
not be a question of circumstances, but of that 
loving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 
wherein we find so many answers to our per- 
sonal problems, wherein we find the peace of 
God which passes all understanding. We ask 
this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
thought how responsible you are for your 
face? Remember your face is what folks 
look at when they meet you, and they are 
not going to see just what is on the sur- 
face, but they are going to look back of 
that to what is going on within your soul. 
Yes, you are more responsible than you 
think for the kind of face you have. “My 
face pains me,” said one man to another, 
“I should think it might,” his friend an- 
swered. “It pains. me, too!” How far 
is it necessary that we should make other 
people uneasy and unhappy by the way we 
look? If we had at heart the kind of peace 
that Paul had, and was so glad to tell 
about, and if we are attending to our duties, 
“through Christ which strengtheneth me,” 
don’t you suppose that others, when they 
meet us, will know that we know what it is 
to be glad in the midst of the problems 
that every one has? Let us repeat together 
that.fourth verse of Philippians 4. “Re- 
joicé: in the Lord alway: and again I say, 
Rejoice.” Say it again! Will you do it? 
Let us pray. 





REJOICE! 
REJOICE! 
IN THE LORD—ALWAYS 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


Home of Happiness.—I have coveted no 
man’s... gold ... these hands have min- 
istered unto my necessities (Acts 20: 33, 
34). After Conybeare and Howson, Ram- 
say, and the host of other writers on Paul, 
do you: wonder I laugh as I take my pencil 
to- write a lesson on “Paul”? Of course 
you'll skip and not bother with an old 
farmer from the sticks! 

During the depression of 1932-33 George 
Bernard Shaw, the Irish writer, stopped in 
America on his way around the world. 
“The ever-present reporter asked him, 
‘What most in America has impressed 
you?” His reply was, “I have not met 
any happy people.” And he would not 
_meet happy people among the “lion 
hunters.” 

No distinguished visitor from abroad ever 
sées the real America. 
“America” to include Canada with us, be- 
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cause we are really the two peas in a pod.) 
He is housed in the swell hotel among the 
new rich and social climbers. He is en- 
tertained by “Society,” which is usually 
made up of the idlers and their hangers on, 

What distinguished Englishman ever saw 
an American Sunday school under full 
steam, boiling over with happiness? Even 
the distinguished: visiting English preacher 
rarely gets any farther than the pulpit and 
church treasurer. At least that has been 
the way of it in Coatesville. 

Our Sunday schools, the big ones, are 
made up, for the most part, of those whose 
hands minister to their necessities; and who 
covet no man’s gold. Self-reliant, inde- 
pendent folks, who ask for nothing but a 
job; jolly, loud-laughing Christian folks, 
toadying to nobody. Out of which happy 
homes come our achieving men and women 
(Psa, 16: 5-11; 2 Cor. 6: 10): 


“Bad Luck” Being “Good Luck.” —Be 
careful for nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer ... with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And 
the peaceof God... shall keep your hearts 
(Phil. 4:6, 7). Paul never wrote a greater 
passage than these famous verses. He is 
the champion rejoicer and peace collector 
of history. “And again I say, Rejoice’! 
(Phil. 4:4.) And Paul was always 
“busted,” as you fellows say when the cash 
runs out (2 Cor. 6:10). 

“Look out there now, be careful or 
you'll break it!” Well, this is not what the 
“careful” in the text now means. Mean- 
ings of some words have changed since 
King James’ time. The revisers write it 
“anxious.” “Don’t worry,” is what Paul 
is saying to us. “Take it. easy,” “Hold 
yourself together,” “Whistle up the wind,” 
“Keep a stiff upper lip,” “Never say die.” 
You fellows can add others. 

The trouble with many an anxious one 
is, he forgets the multitude of good things 
he has reason to be thankful for. Yes, 
some things to be thankful for are not so 
good at the time they happened. Paul 
struck down on the Damascus road (Acts 
9: 3-9). 

Nelse Boyer. at one time was one of 
Chester County’s richest and most impor- 
tant business men. His fortune was swept 
away from him in building an unsuccessful 
railroad. Said he to me one day, “Will, 
my so-called misfortune was my greatest 
blessing. I was tied up with a group of 
men of my own sort who were sporty and 
utterly godless. I had to quit, with my 
money all gone. Then when I was at the 
very end of my rope, the Lord Jesus found 
me, and these last sunset days have been 
the very happiest of my whole life.” At 
the time he spoke he was active in the 
Methodist Church and never missed a serv- 
ice. Then he added very significantly, 
“Will, every one of my old cronies died un- 
saved before fifty, most of them drunk- 
ards.” 

When the time came that the Lord 
wanted Nelse Boyer to come Home, he 
departed, beloved and honored by a whole 
community. 


He “Which Strengtheneth.”—I can do 
all things through Christ which. strengthen- 
eth me (v. 13). When I was a little bit of a 
feller I carried a buckeye (horse chestnut). 
for luck. A little older a horse’s tooth. 
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This was’ followed’ by a rabbit ‘foot. “Now 
since I have reached’ man’s estate I carry 
on my body ‘as a pocket peace a “olden” 
medal with this inscription‘ in raised fet- 
ters, surrounded by forget-me-nots, “They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength (Isa. 40:31).” This medal is 
one of twelve dozen given me for Rock 
Run Sunday School by Mr. Samuel “Rob- 
inson of Bryn Mawr; head of the Amer- 
ican Stores, 

The above medal: I carry in my purse, 
but I carry in'my heart, “I can ‘do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth 
me.” And now you have the secret ‘of 
my perpetual youth. The reason why, liké 
Peter. Pan, I have never grown up. Right 
here we have the whole explanation of the 
handicapped Paul, “Worker with Hand and 
Brain.” Especially “Brain” ! 

Long before I knew the Scriptures I 
always contended that any normal man or 
woman could accomplish in fair measufe 
anything they really determined to. I 
pointed to the armless man who did ‘the 
hand things with his feet and toes,, The 
paralytic painting pictures with his mouth. 
The blind, deaf and dumb Helen ‘Keller, 
even lecturing. 

With this promise of God in your heart, 
and with all your members and with all 
your faculties, what is it you could not do 
tf you really wanted to? 

The fact of the matter is we all need a 
stimulus in order to do things. Many a 
fellow who has small use for things re- 
ligious has much use for alcohol. So he 
takes a drink before he goes ahead — and 
later passes out of the picture long before 
his time. But he, who like Paul, finds his 
stimulus “through Christ which strength- 
eneth,” with Paul fights the good fight and 
finishes the course — just like a high grade 
automobile with all spark plugs function- 
ing, all bearings cool, and all the tires 
pumped up and gripping the cement! 

CoaTESvVILLE, Pa. 


we 
For Primary Teaxhers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a little tent to set on your table, 
either of muslin or canvas. Then make ‘ 
a cut-out picture of a tent for each child, ; 
on which to print the Memory Verse (Phil. . 
4:4). 











HIS tent looks as if we were going 

camping, doesn’t it? How many of you 
went on a camping trip-this summer, and 
‘slept in a tent? Thousands of people did. 
And every one of. those tents had to be 
made. The canvas had to be stitched and 
cut and fitted, 

Do you know that one of the oldest jobs 
in the world is tentmaking? Noah and his 
family lived in a tent after they came out 
of the ark, and Abraham lived in a tent. 
In Palestine today the children of Ishmael 
still live in tents. I saw a picture of some 
of them just yesterday. 

Today we are studying about a man who 
was a tentmaker, Paul. Yes, Paul, the 
apostle. You thought he:was a preacher, 
didn’t you? He-was, perhaps the greatest 
of the world's preachers, but he worked 














Lesson: for September 1 


at his trade.of tent making much of his 
time, to earn his living... . 

And he said he had learned-.to be happy, 
when he had plenty or when he was poor. 
Yes, he did. I expect every one of you 
children think you would be happy if. you. 
were rich. And lots of older people think 
the same thing, and are sure they can never 
be happy because they. are poor. But if 
you really love Jesus Christ, you will be 
happy, and it will not matter: whether you 
are rich or poor. . 

I am sure Paul was a good tent maker, 
and I know he whistled or sang about his 
work, because he was happy. I know some 


children that don't whistle or sing when- 


they..-have to work, they ‘pout. I’ve seen 


them even cry because they had to wash 


the dishes.:  . 

Do you think that pleases Jesus Christ? 
I know it doesn’t. He expects every little 
Christian child to go about his or her 
work with a shining, happy -face. -Paul 
says, “Rejoice in the Lord alway.”  -Re- 
joice means to be happy and full of joy. 

When you have work to do, think how 
joyfully you would do it for Jesus, if he 
were visiting at your house, in a human 
body. And never forget that he knows and 
sees your work, though you can’t see him. 

Be a happy worker every day. Print the 





Little Jetts Teach. the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Memory Verse on your little tents, and 
take them home and tell the family at home 
all’ about -Paul, the preacher and - tent 
maker. : 


Mopesto, Cat. 
ie 


Say, Fellows,— 
_ Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Body, Mind, and Spirit. 
Discussion: ._Name the qualities in Paul 

which are needed in the fight for right- 

eousness today. 
Objective: “That I may know him, and 
’ the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3: 
10). 











AY, fellows, here’s a giant in the serv- 

-ice of Jesus Christ. I say giant, be- 
cause the word indicates bigness. Might 
as well have said mountain. If Paul’s 
bigness was merely physical, it would have 
amounted to nothing. Goliath was a giant; 
bat a boy with a sling laid him low. That 
was because the boy had a mind and a 
spirit, both yielded to God. Paul’s physi- 
cal body was perhaps the least of his pos- 
sessions. He had a thorn in his flesh which 
weakened his body (2 Cor. 12:7), but he 
was given the necessary strength to get 
around right lively. “But I keep under 
my body, and bring it into subjection” (1 
Cor. 9:27). Paul had a colossal intellect. 
It was well trained from youth, and he 
laid it down at the feet of Jesus for 
service, How mightily the Lord used it! 
Thirteen books of the Bible (fourteen if 
you include Hebrews—and why not?) 
written for the canon of Scripture for 
all time, guided by the Holy Spirit, but 
bearing the individualistic stamp of Paul’s 
splendid intellect. “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
2:5); “and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 
10:5). 

“Fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” 
(Rom, 12:11). Paul had an intrepid 
spirit. His was the courage and boldness 
of a lion. Before he was converted he 
showed the fighting spirit; but he was 
fighting against Jesus Christ then. When 
he came face to face with the Lord Jesus 
and recognized him as Lord and Master, 
he laid down that splendid spirit at his 
feet along with body and mind, and after- 
ward with it he faced with utter fearless- 
ness and boldness the enemies of Jesus, 
whether Jews or Gentiles or soldiers or 
kings or queens—even the mighty power 
of Rome. 

Fellows, when you arrived in the world 
you were endowed with three important 
factors to make a success— body, mind, 
and spirit —not necessarily to become rich 
or famous, but happy in “the power of 
an endless life’ (Heb. 7:16). It is im- 
perative that you give them each the proper 
care and training to develop the poise and 
the power your Maker designed that you 
should have. You have had plenty of 
warning to treat your body right; you are 
supplied with nourishment and opportunity 
for exercise and rest. You are challenged 
to cultivate your intellect; and you have 
ample facilities for that. But in all the 
activities and time spent upon those first 
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greatly loved by young people and 
others, and 
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WAR! WAR! 
WAR! 
Summer Offer on Prophetic Books 
THE COMING WORLD WAR 


5 gg ln W. D. HERRSTROM. A study of the inev- 
itable A: eddon, showing the Purpose, Pro- 
portions an Preparations for a war involving 
200,000,000 soldiers. Do you know? 

25 cents. 


TRENDS TOWARD CHAOS 


By ARTHUR P. SENGPIEHL, B.D. S ering 
and alarming evidences showing Trends of Crime, 
Immorality, Divorce, Modernism, Communism 
and War are graphically set forth in’ this book. 
Every American should read it. Price, 25 cents. 


NEARING ARMAGEDDON 
By ARTHUR I. BROWN, M.D. Taken from 
** Unveiling the Future’’ and is as Dr. Trumbull 
says, ‘‘Convincing and terrifying’’ but for the 
Rapture. Do you know whatawful weapons the 
nations have today? Read this book. Price, 
15 cents. 


THE COMING DICTATOR 
By W. E. BIEDERWOLF, D.D. Why all these 
Dictators, War clouds and ‘‘ Distress of nations 
with perplexity ’’? Whither bound America? 
This is a startling message by a great leader, 
Price, 25 


LIGHT ON THE HILLS 


By Dr. ARTHURI. BROWN. An amazing and 
recent book showing signs of the times, with 
studies of Germany, Russia, Leagues of Nations, 
Mussolini, Palestine, the Jews, and great pre 
arations for ARMAGEDDON. Very onduxtert 

50 cents. 
Alll five books valued at $1.40, only $1.00, until 
Sept. 15, 1935. Postage or all only 10 cents. 


Fundamental Truth Publishers 
Findlay, Ohio 
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TRUTH -FINDING BOOKS BY PROF. 


George McCready Price 


READ ONE—YOU WILL WANT MORE 
ye Discoveries which Help Us to 





a! oie pis. ¢ ois @& 0 4.» G&A a4 $1.50 

The Geological-Ages Hoax: A Pilea for 
Logic in Theoretical Geology. ... . 1.25 

A History of Some Scientific Blunders. . 1.25 


The Phantom of Organic Evolution. . . 1.50 
Poisoning Democracy. A Study of Pres- 





ent Day Socialism.....+-+++-+- 1.25 
Q. E. D., or New Light on the Doctrines 
Of Creation... «6 wee te et wwe we 
Ready Soon 
. The Modern Fiood Theoty ofGeology. . 1.25 
AT ALL BOOKSTORES 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 - Sth Ave., New York 
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two, you are in danger of neglecting the 
third — your spirit. And it is of all three 
the most vital. You look upon your favor- 
ite athlete, perhaps with envy. Maybe his 
picture is on the front sporting page, “If 
I could only be like that fellow,” you say. 
Listen: if that is all he has -he will soon 
be a “has been”— maybe worse than a 
“has been.” Just recently I heard of a 
former athlete “star” of one of the great 
universities, foraging in the garbage cans 
for his daily bread; not yet in middle age, 
but a physical wreck through dissipation 
and a misguided life. You may be the best 
man on the team, and yet a failure, if 
you are only developing your body. You 
may say he just needed more intellect. But 
if you cultivate both body and mind and 
neglect the spirit, your folly will be just 
as great; for the tody and mind can no 
more afford to get out on life’s big thor- 
oughfare without a Goed-possessed and 
Christ-trained spirit than an automobile 
can be safe without the steering wheel. ’ 
. Body, mind, and spirit, fellows, —lay 
them all at the feet of Jesus. Christ as 
Paul did, and you will live in the power 
of an endless life. 
Greensporo, N. C. 


With the New Books 


The Divine Program in Human History. 
By F. John Scroggie. (Pickering and Ing- 
lis, London, Eng., two shillings sixpence 
net.) After showing that certain expres- 
sions, inquiries, and enigmas of life assert 
human need of divine revelation, Mr. 
Scroggie proceeds to the possibility and 
presence of this revelation. This task oc- 
cupies two chapters and includes world 
conditions in the moral, social, commercial, 
political, international, and religious realms. 
The remainder of the book sets forth the 
relation of revelation to inspiration, crea- 
tion, history, dispensation, and consumma- 
tion. Illustrated by helpful charts, the 
work is a masterly presentation of the hand 
of God in the affairs of men. 


igiee “ 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 1) 


. Yes, “in the Lord,”* because of that 
madi which passeth understanding, a deep 
and unceasing joy in the Lord, not dependent 
on outward. circumstances. 

2. No. The meaning is, Have no anxious 
thought, no worry. It is not intended as 
an endorsement of laziness or imitation liv- 
ing by faith. The same Paul :who wrote 
Philippians 4, wrote also 2 Thessalonians 3: 
10-12. 

Yes, it is disobedience and unbelief. 
Philippians 4:6 is.a command of God. 

4. Joy. Note the frequent use of the 
words “joy” and ‘rejoice.’ 

5. When he counted all: things. loss for 


Christ and found Christ to. be his. all and in 
all. 


6. Yes (1 Cor. 4:16; 11: 13- Phil. 3: 173 
4:9; 2 Thess. 3:9). He told them to imi- 
tate him, even as he imitated Christ. As a 
sinner saved by grace Paul is our’ example 
of what God’s grace can do. 

7. No. The-normal thing is for ministers 
to be supported by the Gospel (1 Cor. 9: 6- 
153: ‘Phil. 4:10). They were to have his 
spirit. of -unselfish, sacrificial: living, and this 
might mean to work as he ‘did, on occasion, 
but always to serve in the spirit of Christ. 

8. No. .He did live in, freedom from all 
sins of which he was conscious, pce noth- 
ing against himself (1:Cor. 4:4); e dif- 
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ference is that in a life of victory the Chris- 
tian lives and conquers, his temptations-by. the’ 
supernatural power of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, by grace through faith 


9. Paul and Barnabas were -eciuaily devoted 
to the Lord. -Paul had.the -greater gifts, the 
greater ability, the greater. zeal. He was-more 
of a stern soldier and disciplinarian than Bar-? 
nabas. Barnabas had more sympathy for the 
weak ; he was generous and oe more 
easy going. 


10. Christ. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Sept. 8. 
I-It. 


Defeating Discouragement. Psa. 42 :t 





Sunday, September 1 


The Courage of Jesus 
(Matt. 23 - 16-24; 26 : 36-39) 


(Consecration -meeting) 





Mon.—Faces his townsmen (Luke 4: 16-' 
31). i 
Tues.—Cleanses the temple (John 2 :.13- 


17). 
Wed.—Plain truth (Luke f1 : 37-54). ’ 
Thurs.—Starts toward J erusalem (Luke 











9 : $1-53). 
Fri.—When silence meant conviction (Isa. ‘ 
53°27; Matt. 27 : 12-14). 
Sat.—Faces ignominious . death (John 12° 
23, 27-33). . 
po toma aos in our emphasis of the 


love of the Lord Jesus, and of: his 
gentleness and meekness, we are likely to 
lose sight of his marvelous courage. He 
had perfect physical courage. In the very 
beginning of his ministry we find him -in 
the desert forty days and forty nights: 
without food, yet calmly. refusing to ex- 
ercise his miraculous powers to make 
bread from the stones when Satan tempted 
him to do so. His incessant journeys 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, proclaiming the Gospel, healing the 
sick, teaching the multitudes; show remark- 
able physical endurance and courage. . . 
In the Garden of Gethsemane, so. great 
was the physical and mental and spiritual 
agony that he sweat great drops of. blood. 
Yet three times he ‘fell on. his face, endur- 
ing the ordeal for our sakes.. The follow- 
ing day, in spite of weakness, he bore un- 
flinchingly the scourging, that in’ itself 


FROM BALL-ROOM TO HELL 
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MAKE MONEY 


A quick, easy way to mabe ener for your school 
class or yourself—and ow is.the time to sett 
3 Au FUL, ‘ASSOR ED BRI GHT COLOR 
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was often sufficient to kill the victim. Then 

nails were being driven through his wiver- | AEC Trip of a Lifetime .... 
ns “Hither ferive then: for they mow 1 Save For It Now! 

ans ~ cpeaend a 23: 34). Wouldn’t you love to sail across the broad Atlantic next Summer with a large and 
_ Rating this ft ix out te tng PELE en Sonate ah a” To Ole, Horn, woe rer 
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er spiri or (Luke “4 : 46) ve the liner sails for Norway next July! , 
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of the Lord Jesus, it fades into insignifi- World’s Sunday School Convention. Many reservations have already been made. 
cance when we consider his moral and H. C. HECKERMAN, Bedford, Pa. 
spiritual courage, Going back to his temp- 








tation in the wilderness, we see him with- 
standing Satan’s subtle suggestion to dis- 
trust his heavenly Father and take a short 
cut to winning the hearts of the people 
and to acquire what was rightfully his, —-. 
dominion over the nations of the world. 
By this short cut he might have avoided 
the cross. But, knowing that it was not 
the Father’s will, and that it involved wor- 
shiping Satan, he turned his back upon it 
and faced toward the cross. 

The whole of his earthly ministry that 
followed showed both his moral and spir- 


tual courage, One of our Scripture les. | Plan Now to Rally Your School with this 
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sons tells us how he stood before the Proven Attendance System 
religious leaders of his day and boldly de- 


nounced them to the people. He knew DOUBLES ATTENDANCE — DOUBLES OFFERINGS 


. . Te THOSE who have been alert to the best methods of Church and Sund 
that they hated him and were using every School work Little’s Cross and Crown System needs no Setpedection. Far 
means to find some excuse to kill him, but many years it has been in successful operation in thousands of Sunday Schools 
he dared to denounce them. 


where at the start it ae big increases in attendance and in offerings—and 
then holds those geins n all these years no other system bas been devised that 

When he healed on the Sabbath day and 
permitted his disciples to satisfy their hun- 


has been so successful. 
ger by plucking’ the ears of wheat on the 


Sabbath day he’ knew that he was upset- Be Sure Sure It Is Little’ S aise Crown ae System 


4 — Like all sec all successful plans and devices, this long estab- 
ting deeply ingrained, man-made traditions. 


poe system 4 betee copied. od a ps ell with = 
: effectiveness of such a proven n n ths ; 
Yet he fearlessly spoke the healing words, and bars of established quality: Ser on unknown ‘aputens. UTTLe 
in the conviction. that .the ‘relief of suffer- 

ing. was the more important ‘issue. 
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He was not afraid to speak ‘out against 


**The Cross and Crown System increased our school more ‘ 44 
than 50%, the offerings nearly 300%.” '—Jacob Miller, Ar- S ¥stes 
sin. When he found the money changers 
in the Temple, where they had ‘been for 
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against- sin, yet over and over showed - his CHRISTIAN FINANCE enn anton Bs 102 Maiden Lane, New York, = 
love for ‘the sinner and his willingness to 


forgive: 

When the time came near for him to THE | ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES” 
be offered up on Calvary, in the face of 
the . pleading. of. his friends. and disciples 
he set “his face like a flint” (Isa. 50:7), Adopted in over 
knowing that it would mean his humilia- 8 O O 


tion, , suffering, -and- death. He permitted 
himself to” be taken and. beaten and spit 
SCHOOLS 
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upon and~ shamed, yet at any moment he 
Bn re a Sh sett 











could have called legions of angels to his 
assistance, had he so desired. 


‘ Be 
And his courage had another quality 
in it that inspired courage in those that 
followed him. The. timid, cowardly, and 
ignorant fishermen who comprised his lit- 
tle band of disciples were transformed by 
his love and power into fearless witnesses 
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The Sanhedrin -were-so astonished at their , 
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fearlessness that we read that they took 
kriowledge of them “that they had been: 
with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 
oe 
Can we not hear his voice saying to us 
today, “Fear not,” “Be of good cheer”? 
He may not ask us to undergo physical 


suffering for him. But do we dare to 

bear ridicule for his sake? Have we the 

courage to forego some of the things that 

the world counts very precious, in order 

that we might be followers of him? 
PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

ns, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 26 to September 1 


Mon.—Acts 18:1-11. Paul. a Laborer. 
Prayer Svuccestions: The 
use of everything we have is every Chris- 
tian’s responsibility. It is. God’s will .that 
the daily round of common tasks shall be 
as a shuttle for the weaving of a pattern 
marked: out in the life of Christ. In-con- 
formity to the life of Christ, Paul made 
all of his common affairs as sacred as his 
prayers. Tent-making became-an asset in 
the preaching of the Gospel. Did not our 
Lord glorify daily toil? An idle, indulgent 
life is unreasonable and sinful. Pray for 
the Victorious Life Conference this week 
at the Hamilton Square Baptist Church 
(Dr. Richard E: Day, pastor), San Fran- 
cisco, led by the Editor,,.Dr. Trumbull. 
Tues.—Philippians 4 : 8-13. 
The Secret of Contentment. 
PraYER SuGcEsTIons: The Christian may 
have perfect peace while on the road to ever- 
lasting bliss: The secret of contentment is 
not following a program, but trusting the 
Lord. Christ is our peace, and victory. 


Christian 
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Sin, self, and all the fretting cares of life 
he alone can subdue. . If a man had eyes to 
see into the future he would be less happy 
than by trusting everything to Christ. 
Trust Christ in everything and for every- 
thing. Pray for slave girls in China. 
Wed.—Hebrews 13 : 1-6. 
The Courage of Contentment. 

Prayer SuccesTions: The courage of 
the trusting soul is wonderful. Being a 
child in his Father’s house, and not a serv- 
ant, he can say with boldness: “My 
heavenly Father knows, and loves, and 
cares.” Clouds of fear may appear upon 
the horizon of his life, but he knows that 
his Father holds the winds in his hand, and 
tempers every wind that blows. The fight 
of life may be bitter, but he can boldly 
say, “The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
fear what man shall do unto me.” Pray 
for lonely missionaries, 


Thurs.—Romans 1: 8-17. Spiritual Service. 

Prayer SuGcEsTIons: Only Spirit-filled 
saints profit other saints. The graces need- 
ful for life: and: efficiency attend. the Spirit's 
possession. of the soul... What a difference 
between our work for Christ, and his work 
through us! “Filled with the Spirit” in- 
sures that. the working will be his, and. 
that it will be glorious. No wonder Paul: 
added blessing to others; the Spirit of God 
has a vessel meet for his use. Pray: for 
the. poor prisoners in China. 
Fri.—2 Corinthians 11: 1-9. 

An Unselfish Minister.’ 

Prayer SuGcestions: Paul had a heart 
filled with Christ. The Spirit of the meek 
and. lowly Saviour lived in him in fullness 
of grace and power. God seems to have 
swept out of his soul the rubbish that 
ordinarily clogs the channels of. Christian 
service... .The oil of that -grace, which is 
in Christ Jesus, kept his lamp of testimony: 
bright.. There was no: room for ‘selfishness: 
“Christ liveth in me: and the-life.which I 
now life in the flesh I live by the faith of: 
the Son of: God, who-loved- me, and» gave: 
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). The disease 
of covetousness has no chance in a Spirit- 











When will oe get better? 
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filled life. Pray for the Labor Day Con- 
ference at Keswick (N. J.), beginning to- 
night and lasting through Monday. 
Sat.—1 John 3: 13-24. Loving the Brethren. : 
Prayer Succestions: Christian love is 
patient, tender, kind, brotherly. Even 
though an evil nature still clings to us, 
grace enables us to love one another with 
a pure heart fervently. Divine love, shed- 
ding its light abroad in cur hearts, enables 
us to reflect it in the form of courtesy and 
compassion, and. service. Discord among 
brethren breaks down the gates which keep 
out the evil beasts of unkindness and anger. 
“Love as brethren.” Pray for all spir- 
itually hard mission fields. 


Sun.—Acts 22:3-10. Paul’s Conversion. 
Prayer SuGcESsTIOoNS: Paul’s conversion 

was a pattern. The Lord: had in view the 
conversion of others of whom men might 
naturally despair. Who can measure the 
resources of the Holy Ghost? The. fore-’ 
most in sin can by him be brought to be - 
foremost in the service of Christ. Let us 
never despair of souls. Pray for them, 
suffer for them, and bélieve for them: Do 
not set limits to the mercy or the power 
of the Lord. Pray for new missionaries. 
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